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Introduction
At Transcat, we believe in calibrating items properly, and in documenting our calibrations 
as accurately as possible. We are also passionate about metrology in general, and we 
occasionally get a chance to review competitive calibration certificates. While reviewing 
certs may sound like as much fun as having a root canal, this is what we do and, believe 
it or not, we’re glad to do it. Really!
 
Most often, the certs we review are done well. Sometimes, though, we find examples of 
calibration results that seem to make no sense whatsoever. This is one such example. 
Below, you will find the actual cert (we removed the item, competitor and customer 
information) and what Transcat's experts have determined about the individual results.
 
In this case, there are almost too many inconsistencies to list. Perhaps it will help you to 
think of it as a “Where’s Waldo” game. Have fun!
 
The authors.
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No indication of 3458 
internal temperatures which 
is critical information during 
use of the 3458.

Their best 0V scope value is 40 nV which is difficult 
to prove. Ours id 59 nV and we spent a lot of time 
proving this in our electrical standards lab which is 
has exceptional environmental stability. Doubtful they 
could achieve close to this in a customers facility 
much less 6 nV.


